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Letter from our President  

Autumn Greetings!

It!s time to get out the Halloween quilt, and buy warty gourds and golden 
chrysanthemums. I hope you and yours came through last week!s storm in good 
shapeÑit was a doozy, wasn!t it?

At the Conservatory a few weeks ago we were lucky enough to have Stephanie 
Blythe give us a master class. The students adored herÑshe!s down-to-earth 
and honest and very funny. She had helpful comments for all the singers she 
worked with, then at the end spoke very movingly about her need for and love of 
singing. We were inspired.

Stephanie didn!t have a lot to say about technique. The statement she made that 
I remember best was that singing is pretty simpleÑyou breathe, and always spin 
the toneÑÒlike this!Ó Ever adaptive, I started reminding my students to be sure to 
spin, low and high and all the time, and it was working great, until last week one 
of my grad students (a mezzo of course) brought me up short. ÒWhat does spin 
mean?Ó she asked. Well, you know, you sort of twiddle your index Þnger in fast 
circles and sing like Stephanie. Simple!

Ha! My student and I agreed that we know spin when we hear it, and especially 
when we don!t hear it. She is going to go around to all the voice teachers and ask 
them to describe what spin is, and I!m looking forward to hearing her results. 
But meanwhile, I can!t gaily use the term anymore, without explaining to 
everyone in sight that it!s a kind of image that helps us sing better but doesn!t 
seem to be deÞnable by a particular sound or action. This makes me sound and 
feel like an idiot.
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Did you read Adam Kirkpatrick"s article in the recent Journal of Singing about 
ÒChiaroscuro and the Quest for Optimal ResonanceÓ? It was an admirable 
summary of current thought on what resonance is and how it can be discovered 
and taught. But it didn!t mention spin.

But why would it? Is spin resonance? Is spin breath energy? Do you have to 
support to spin? Does spin keep you from singing ßat? Is it vibrancy, balanced 
tone, singing Òon the breath,Ó efÞcient phonation? All of the above?

Did Stephanie Blythe learn to sing the way she does because her teacher told 
her to spin the tone? Was she such a natural talent that she didn!t have to learn 
to lift the soft palate, relax the tongue and jaw, modify the vowels, navigate the 
passaggi, use the breath efÞciently, and all those other gazillions of variables that 
we struggle to teach?

I think that ÒspinÓ is one of those all-encompassing terms that can be incredibly 
useful to focus on. It!s a kind of Òpackage of intentÓ that includes lots of things 
that need to be done all at once. A spun tone has vibrancy and brilliance and 
resonance and balanced timbre and beauty, and is produced with ease and 
ßexible strength. It is accomplished by sending the correct amount of air and 
energy through vocal folds that are perfectly adjusted to produce pitch through 
vibrations, ampliÞed by shaping the resonating chambers with laryngeal and 
pharyngeal and palatal muscles, tongue and mouth, and shaped into words by 
the tongue and lips. But who can think of all of that stuff at the same time?

Brain researchers and advocates of Multiple Intelligences (MI) Theory might 
approve, since ÒspinÓ seems to integrate complex actions into a single focus. Or 
maybe they wouldn!t, since it!s an image and imagery doesn!t seem to work, at 
least for them. I don!t know.

So we spin. And if it doesn!t work, we try something else. Whatever works!
    
    
    Looking forward - 
# # # # # # # Wendy
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A Note From Your Newsletter Editor

The next newsletter will be for December 2009 and January 2010.
Since I will be having a baby in late November, 
please excuse if the publication should be delayed.
It is planned to be published no later than December 15.

The deadline  for your materials will be as usual: November 20, 2009! 
Please$send$your$articles,$notes,$announcements$etc. 
as word documents or as regular text within your email 
(no color documents or color photos can be accepted)
to$the$following email address:$

nats.newsletter@anjastrauss.com

E-Newsletter

Would you prefer to receive the newsletter by email instead by mail?
Do you want to help save paper and postage?
If so, please let me know, and I will add you to the new e-mail newsletter list.
Contact me at: 
nats.newsletter@anjastrauss.com
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#

# # SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST AT 3:00 PM 

! ! ! (THIS RECITAL HAS BEEN FULLY BOOKED !)
# # # Peace Lutheran Church, Danville 

# # # # # 3201 Camino Tassajara, Danville, CA 94506
# # # # # www.peacejourney.org
# # # # # Pianist: Paul Harris paulharriscoach@comcast.net
#
# # # # # #New Recital Venue!
# # # # # #SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH AT 3:00 PM
# # # # # #Trinity Lutheran Church, Pleasanton
# # # # # # 1225 Hopyard Rd
# # # # # # Pleasanton, CA 94566-6414
# # # # # Contact: Sarah Sloan
# # # # # Phone: (925) 719-4984 
# # # # sarahsloan02@yahoo.com

# # # # New Peninsula Recital Venue!
# SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH 2010 AT 3 PM 
# Gordon Manor
# 1616 Gordon Street,
# Redwood City, CA 94061
# Recital coordinator: Sue Field

# New Peninsula Recital Venue!
# SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH 2010 3 PM$
# (one week before our singing festival)
# Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Redwood City 
# www.uufrc.org
# 2124 Brewster Avenue,
# Redwood City, CA 94062
# Pianist TBA
# Recital Coordinator: Sue Field 
# mezzo54@comcast.net
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51st National Conference to be held 
in Salt Lake City, 

Utah July 2 - 6, 2010

You are invited to join us at our 51st National Conference to be held in  Salt 
Lake City, Utah . With over 700 attendees at our last national conference, we are 
anticipating another record attendance as voice teachers from around the world 
and their students gather July 2-6,$2010 at the Little America Hotel and Towers 
for Þve days of education, networking, and many cultural experiences.$ Our 
featured guest artist will be Nationally Acclaimed Soprano, Tony, Emmy Winner, 
Nominee, and SAG Nominee Kristin Chenoweth, who will give a concert in 
Abravanel Hall on July 3, and a featured master class on July 4.

NATS Member Early Registration is $315.00  (includes a ticket to the Kristin 
Chenoweth Concert and a ticket to the Gala Banquet).
$
Help support the important programs that are part of the NATS National 
Conference and promote your products throughout the event and beyond by 
becoming a Conference Sponsor, Exhibitor, or Advertiser.$ We have a package 
that will meet your marketing goals, and your budget.$ $

NEW THIS YEAR- There will be a dedicated Grand Opening of Exhibits on the 
opening evening of the Conference in conjunction with the opening evening 
reception for three hours prior to the NATSAA Final Auditions on Friday, July 2, 
2010.$ This will be a dedicated time slot for attendees to visit the Conference 
Exhibits.
$
For Pricing Information and Registration  visit us at www.nats.org, and click on 
the programs tab, or you can call us at 904-992-9101.

SFBAC NATS GRANT OPPORTUNITY !!!

If you have never been to a national NATS conference, and would like 
to apply for a grant from our local chapter to help you with the 
expense, please send the application on the following page to Dorothy 
Barnhouse, 
656 A 8th Avenue, SF 94118, or dorbarn@sbcglobal.net.
If you want more information, email her, or call her at 415-221-5915
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The SF Bay Area Chapter wants to encourage teachers who have never 
attended a national NATS conference to go to the one in Salt Lake City 
in the beginning of July, 2010. The chapter will give some financial assistance 
to help make this happen.    
 
If you would like to apply for SFBAC assistance, send your application to 
Dorothy Barnhouse, 656 A 8th Avenue, SF 94118, or dorbarn@sbcglobal.net  
by March 5,  2010.   
 
Application for financial assistance to attend the NATS conference in Salt Lake City  
7/02/10 to 7/06/10 
 
Name ______________________________________ 
 
Email address ________________________________ 
 
 
Number of years teaching voice___________________ 
 
Currently teaching at 
 (institution)______________________________ 
 
 (privately) ______________________________ 
 
Please write a short paragraph about what you hope to gain from attending the 
conference. (Use other side of the sheet if you wish.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of the following do you need in order to be able to attend? * 
 
Transportation  (up to $400)________ 
 
Housing (up to $400) ________ 
 
Registration ($315)________   
 
Meals? YouÕre on your own!   
 
* Amounts here are approximate.  The grant will pay for a portion of the actual costs.  



NATS National News

FIRST THE WORDS-THEN THE MUSIC
NATS Winter Workshop/NOA National Conference

January 7-10, 2010
Westin Atlanta North at Perimeter Hotel NE, Atlanta, Georgia

Make your plans now to attend the NATS Winter Workshop to be held in collaboration 
with the National Opera Association. The early registration deadline is just weeks away-
November 1st. See the NATS website for complete information.

Donald Runnicles, the keynote speaker, is Assistant Conductor of the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra and Music Director and Principal Conductor of the San Francisco 
Opera. NATS presenters are Martha Elliott, Scott McCoy, Thomas Murry, and William 
Westney. Martha, author of Singing in Style: A Guide to Vocal Performance Practices, 
will offer sessions in Baroque ornamentation.
Scott, NATS President and author of Your Voice: An Inside View (2004), will present 
sessions in voice classiÞcation. Thomas, scientist and author, will discuss the aging 
singer and the effect of medications on the voice.
William, author and educator, will present his Un-Master Class¨, an experimental 
performance workshop.

Master class singers are needed for Martha Elliott!s master class and for William!s Un-
Master Class¨. Interested s ingers should contact Suzanne Draayer 
(sdraayer@winona.edu) with repertoire choices.

NATS IMPORTANT DEADLINES:

Nov. 1:" Winter Workshop Early Registration Deadline

Nov. 13:" NATSAA Applications Due

Nov. 15:" Van Lawrence Fellowship Applications Due

Dec. 1:" NATS Art Song Competition Award Submissions Due

Dec. 1:" Salt Lake City Call for Poster Papers Deadline

Dec. 15:" NATS Intern Program Applications Due

Jan. 11:" Emerging Leaders Award Applications Due
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One of our members published 
in new art song anthology
 
Dr. Jay A. Pierson, singer, teacher, harpist, conductor, 
composer and pianist has a new American Art Song 
published in "Finding Middle Ground-Art songs for 
young tenors and baritones" .$ The anthology, compiled 
by Lynn Eustis, is published by GIA Publications Inc.$of 
Chicago and includes songs by Caccini, Carissimi, 
Handel, Purcell, Haydn, Mendelssohn, Charles 
WakeÞeld Cadman and Jay Pierson. The song is entitled "Music" with poetry by 
Percy Shelley.$ The anthology also includes a text, written by Lynn Eustis 
discussing the methodolgy in determining a singer's voice type, in the formative 
years.$ For more information visit giamusic.com
$
Jay is former$full-time faculty member of Bucknell University and$the School$of 
Music at East Carolina University.$ He has taught as adjunct at Santa Clara 
University and the State Conservatory of Music in Thessolinica in Greece.$ 
Presently he is Director of Music at Old First Presbyterian Church and teaches 
privately.

Mission City Opera's Chorus Auditions
Rehearsals are about to start for the WORLD PREMIERE of Truce of Carols with 
Amahl & the Night Visitors!
Do you love singing in English? Are you enthusiastic? Would you like to be a part 
of a World Premier Cast?$ Do you love music and good company? Would you 
like to wear cool costumes? Learn something new? We have room for Sopranos, 
Altos, Tenors, Baritones and Basses? If you have not auditioned yet, just attend 
the Þrst rehearsal.
Then Mission City Opera's marvelous chorus is for you! All we ask is a pleasant 
voice, good attitude and a willingness to try something new.$ We are rehearsing 
Tuesday evenings and Saturday mornings in Santa Clara. Once staging starts, 
other times may be added.$ Rehearsal schedule will be found at:
http://www.missioncityopera.org/rehearsalschedules.html
Contact Sharon Kaye at info@missioncityopera.org
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Auditions for permanent church soloist in Alameda

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Alameda, seeks a permanent soloist with 
professional experience.  Position to begin January 2010 for Sunday services 
including a Thanksgiving Day service.  All services: 10-11 am.  Salary: $135 per 
service.

Audition Dates:
Saturday Nov 21, 2009 (10-12a.m. and 2-4p.m.)
Sunday Nov 22, 2009 (2-4p.m.)

Audition Location: First Church of Christ Scientist,
2164 Central Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501 

To request an audition: Please submit your resume via email to Harry Dahlberg, 
Music Committee Chair. Harry.Dahlberg@comcast.net (510.522.2826). Please 
include your liturgical experience and state your time availability for either 
audition day.  You will be contacted by Wednesday, November 11 to conÞrm your 
audition. If you do not have email please call.

Audition Requirements: Please prepare 1 short sacred piece in English.  You also 
will be asked to sight-read 2 hymns from the Christian Science Hymnal that will 
be chosen spontaneously by the committee/organist. 20 minutes per audition.

SINGERSMARIN: 
Tenors and Basses Invited to Sing for the Holiday

Description:" SingersMarin is inviting tenors and basses to sing with the 
women!s chorus, Wings of Song, under the professional direction of Jan 
Pedersen Schiff, $in selected holiday repertoire for their annual concert, ÒTis the 
SeasonÉCandles and WishesÓ at the Marin Center Veterans! Memorial 
Auditorium on Dec. 20.$ In addition, there will be several retirement home 
performances during the month of December.$ Music includes stunning 
arrangements of traditional Christmas carols, Hanukkah songs, and songs of 
peace.$ Rehearsals on Tuesday evening, from 8:00 Ð 9:00 are now taking place 
at the Community Congregational Church in Tiburon. Interested Tenors and 
Basses should check the website: www.singersmarin.org
$For more information, please contact the SingersMarin  ofÞce by phone at 
(415) 383-3712, by email at singers@singersmarin.org
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Y.E.S. Foundation for the Arts
The Stewart Brady Competition

For Classical Singers and String Instrumentalists
January/February/March 2010

Eligibility:
No geographical restrictions. Vocal candidates must be between 16 and 23 years of age by February 28, 
2010.
String instrumental candidates must be between 10 and 20 years of age by February 28, 2010.
First-place winners from prior years are not eligible to re-enter the competition.

Awards: The Stewart Brady Scholarship will be a cash award in the amount of $3,000 and will
go to the first-place winner in the vocal category.

The Lawrence Bedini Scholarship will be a cash award in the amount of $3,000 and will go to the 
first-place winner in the instrumental category.
Second-place winners in each category will receive an award of $1,500.
Judges in both the vocal and instrumental categories will have discretion to award special Margaret 

Brady Study Grants of up to $750 for candidates showing great potential and promise.

Competition:
All applications must be postmarked no later than midnight Monday, January 25, 2010. A panel of 
distinguished judges will evaluate contestants in all phases of the competition.
The Y.E.S. Foundation for the Arts will screen submitted applications and tapes/CDs to select 
contestants for the Preliminary Auditions. During the screening process, judges will be told only each 
candidateÕs age.
Candidates will be notified by phone and/or e-mail of acceptance for the Preliminary Auditions.
www.yesfoundationforthearts.org#415.885.1YESThe Stewart Brady Competition Ð Page 2
Preliminary Auditions are not open to the public and String preliminaries will occur Sunday, February 
21, 2010 and Vocal preliminaries will occur Saturday, February 27, 2010, at 3368 Jackson Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94118.
Final Auditions to determine winners will take place at 3368 Jackson Street, San Francisco, CA 94118 
on Sunday, February 28, 2010.
The WinnersÕ Concert will take place at a Y.E.S. Foundation for the Arts event on Saturday, March 6, 
2010, at which time all winners will receive their award.

Requirements for Classical Singers:
A completed vocal application form.
A CD of three (3) contrasting selections from the classical repertoire (not musical theater.) Judges will 
be instructed to consider the appropriateness and variety of the applicantÕs repertoire in making their 
decisions, and they may suggest changes in repertoire at any point in the competition.
A recent 5x7 or 8x10 photo of the applicant. An application fee of $50 (USD).
The $50 (USD) application fee is non-refundable, and no CDs or photos will be returned; they will 
remain the property of the Y.E.S. Foundation for the Arts.
www.yesfoundationforthearts.org#415.885.1YES
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PENINSULA TEEN OPERA
Now in its 12th Season 

ÒTeens Performing Opera for TeensÓ
 

2009-2010 SEASON
 

Friday and Saturday
January 15 and 16, 2010 Ð 7:30 p.m.

 
Presented at the

Eagle Theater, Los Altos High School
201 Almond Avenue, Los Altos

 
FULL PRODUCTION OF

Dido and Aeneas
by Henry Purcell

Conducted by Alexander Katsman
Staged by Barbara Heroux

Performed with chamber orchestra
 

Presented with Scenes from:
Princess Ida Ð Gilbert and Sullivan

Cosi fan Tutte Ð Wolfgang A. Mozart
Hansel and Gretel Ð Engelbert Humperdinck

The Marriage of Figaro Ð Wolfgang A. Mozart
The Merry Widow Ð Franz Lehar

Carmen Ð Georges Bizet

For ticket information and reservations
please call: (408) 842-0994

or email:  teenoperatickets@yahoo.com
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                                      Mission City Opera Presents
The World Premiere of: 

TRUCE OF CAROLS
by Michael Taylor

Followed by Menotti"s 
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITOR

December 5-6, 2009

        Mission City Center for Performing Arts
      3250 Monroe Street, Santa Clara

                                                       www.missioncityopera.org
                                                    (408) 749-7607
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SFBAC NATS MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING     
October 4, 2009

Present: Wendy Hillhouse, Tina Baird, Dorothy Barnhouse, Aleicia Byrnes, Alison 
Collins,  April McNeely, Victoria Rapanan, Anja Strauss
Meeting called to order at 3:00 PM.

President!s report:
1.# There is to be a new identiÞcation tax number coming through national NATS; 
Dorothy says we can continue to use the EIN (Employer IdentiÞcation Number) that we 
currently have until the new number arrives.
2.# Preparing the Oren Brown DVD for sale is still in process.
3.# How to handle the organizers of proposed summer performance workshops? 
They should be sub-committee chairs working with the VP for Programs; Meghan will 
be the sub-chair for a San Francisco workshop. Wendy will give Aleicia the organization 
plan which worked successfully for last summer$s workshop in Santa Clara.
4.# Proposed Publicity Chair: Tina moved and Anja seconded that the publicity 
person will be a Board position; this carried unanimously.  The position description will 
go to Board members for approval and subsequently be published in the newsletter and 
posted on the website. Election for this position will be held with the general election at 
the annual meeting June 2010.
5.# Current members on the Board were polled about their intent to continue in their 
present positions in the elections to be held in June 2010.

Membership Report:  There is no special membership report this month.

Corresponding Secretary Report:  There is no special report for this month.

Singing Festival Report:  April says that a lot of volunteers have offered their help. 
The next Singing Festival will be held at San Francisco State on April 24, 2010.  Janet 
Campbell will be in charge of the workshops for the event; volunteers will be sought for 
other co-chairmanships.

Student Recitals Report : Victoria says that there are recitals scheduled: October 11 at 
Rossmoor; November 1 in Danville; in March on the Peninsula and there is one in the 
works to be held in Pleasanton.
After considerable email discussion, it has been determined that we should renew 
paying rent for venues for student recitals. This subsidy of our recitals was unanimously 
passed. Within 24 hours of the Board meeting, an email vote determined that the 
budget for this subsidy should be up to $1000 annually.

Website Report:  (Meghan$s report read in absentia) Everyone on the Board please 
check out your page on the website to make sure it is updated and reads as you$d like it 
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to read. Please email Meghan any changes or updates, and she will have them online 
within three days of receiving the e-mail.

Newsletter Report:  Anja says that the changeover from Joshua has been smooth. 
Because her baby is due in November, the December newsletter will be late. It was 
determined that, since there is little news for the January issue, The December and 
January issues should be combined, coming out approximately December 15.

Treasurer!s Report:  Dorothy reports that the Fall Workshop (Inside Admissions) came 
out $440 ahead. Since we cannot pay our own members for their work, it was 
determined that we should give the panelists and the accompanist a gift.
The chapter is Þnancially healthy at this time.

Program Chair Report:  Aleicia stated that our fall workshop, Inside Admissions, was a 
great success. It was determined that we should give this program every other year.
We will present a masterclass in January, as reported in the September newsletter.
Our Spring Workshop will be an Open Studio and will be held May 16, 2009.
Our next Board meeting will be at 2:30 PM on January 24, 2010 at Wendy$s house.

Meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Tina Baird, Recording Secretary

Addendum to minutes: The week after the board meeting, the board unanimously 
approved a motion to give Board members a small amount to cover SFBAC expenses 
that we are currently paying from our own pockets. The approved amount is $60/year 
($5/ month) for all board members except the President, who will receive $100/year. 
Only the current year (6-1-09 to 5-31-10) is covered; we will need to ratify this again 
each year. The vote was taken online. ÐWendy Hillhouse

2010 Board Meetings  
$
Sunday, January 24, 2010 
Sunday, March 14, 2010
Sunday, May 2, 2010
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2009-2010 Officers

President, Wendy Hillhouse   whillhouse@aol.com

Vice-President Programs, Aleicia Byrnes aleiciabyrnes@aol.com 

Vice-President Recitals, Victoria Rapanan vrsing@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President Singing Festival, April McNeely april_mcNeely@yahoo.com

Membership Secretary, Grace Johnson johnsongmw@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary, Alison Collins alisonc@ix.netcom.com

Treasurer, Dorothy Barnhouse  dorbarn@sbcglobal.net

Recording Secretary, Tina Baird tinabaird@earthlink.net

Newsletter Editor, Anja Strauss      nats.newsletter@anjastrauss.com
                     
Webmaster, Meghan Dibble  finalalice@hotmail.com

   WELCOME!
   Please welcome our newest members:

Christine Abraham
12630 Corte Madera Lane

Los Altos, CA 94022

Frank Ryken
1038 Camino Verde Cir

Walnut Creek, CA  94597
(925) 899-6202
(925) 937-9036

email: FJRyken@gmail.com

Robyn Greene
San Rafael, CA 94903
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