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Letter from our President 
The Chronicle says “Networking is a key to success in the business world.” 

 We’re all supposed to network. There are many benefits: new jobs, 
new students, new opportunities, plus staying current in the voice teacher 
world, sharing ideas and information, and making friends and contacts. We 
Really Should. 

 Some people seem to be really good at it. Me, not so much. I feel 
shy and hesitant to approach people I don’t know well, and knowing that 
most people feel the same way doesn’t help. It takes a big effort to get over 
myself and pretend to be confident. And it takes a lot of energy. And there’s 
never enough time, and there are so many other Shoulds that seem more 
pressing. But I know perfectly well, those are just so many excuses. 

So, let’s do lunch! 

 No, seriously. We could set up a series of lunches all over the Bay 
Area, starting after the new year. They would be on different days, so if you 
can’t go to one, you might be able to go to another. They could be on Sun-
day afternoons at, say, 1:00, to avoid teaching conflicts on Saturdays and 
church jobs on Sunday.  

 The idea is to just get to know each other. No programs or speakers, 
no set menu, no pre-registration—just a group having lunch for an hour or 
two. Even if only 2 people show up, it’s a success. All we need is one per-
son (a “host”?) for each region, who would pick a date, choose a restaurant 
that can accommodate a group, notify chapter members via the Newsletter 
and email, make a reservation if it seems necessary, and be there on time. I 
suppose it could get complicated if a big group shows up, but most restau-
rants would be glad to have the business these days. 



 Maybe there could be the following regions: San Francisco, North 
Bay, East Bay, Tri-Valley, South Bay, Peninsula, and Santa Cruz/Monterrey 
Bay. And maybe the Vallejo to Sacramento corridor? I have volunteers to 
host the Peninsula and Santa Cruz lunches, and my plan is, if no one volun-
teers for a region, I’ll pick up the phone and start asking people. 

What do you think? If you’re free, would you be willing to go? Could you 
host? Let me know! 

We’ll be knocking off one of those nasty Shoulds, we’ll be networking, and 
it will be fun! 
      Looking forward! -Wendy 
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Brian Staufenbiel 
Director of Opera Productions and Lecturer in Voice at UC Santa Cruz�
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz 
M.M., San Jose State University 
D.M.A., Eastman School of Music �
Contact: staufen@ucsc.edu 
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President: Wendy Hillhouse             whillhouse@aol.com    
Vice President of Programs: Sue Field       mezzo54@comcast.net 
Vice President of Recitals: Victoria Rapanan        vrsing@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President of Festival: April McNeely                april_mcneely@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Dorothy Barnhouse    dorbarn@sbcglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Tina Baird   tinabaird@earthlink.net 
Membership Secretary: Grace Johnson  johnsongmw@yahoo.com 
Correspondence Secretary: Alison Collins  alisonc@ix.netcom.com  
Newsletter Editor: Joshua Ian Elder          joshuaianelder@hotmail.com 
Webmaster: Meghan Dibble   finalalice@hotmail.com 

 
  



Fall Workshop Report 
‘The Anatomy of Wholeness’ October 12th 2008 

 

Approximately 30 people attended Babette Lightner’s workshop last weekend 
at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. We were a mix of teachers and 
students of all ages.  

We explored with partners and individually the even distribution of our weight 
in a variety of ways; with dowels, experimenting with different physical 
stances, while singing the song of the afternoon, ‘My Bonnie lies over the 
Ocean’.  

Two attendees volunteered to sing in front of the group and Babette worked 
with each on their performances, the reasons behind any fears they had, 
(relating to performance)  and the different ways in which they could perform 
the same phrase, to very different effect.  

More information on Babette’s work can be found at www.stonesinwater.com . 
She is also writing a handbook which will be available in November 2008, on 
her work. The price is $30. Please contact Babette through her web site if you 
would like to receive one.  

Sue Field 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Great Holiday Activity for students of all ages! 

Chorus members are needed for Mission City Opera's production of "Amahl 
and the Night Visitors.  There will be one performance on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 
3PM, in the Mission City Center for Performing Arts in Santa Clara.  There 
will be 3 music rehearsals and 3 staging/dress rehearsals. If you are interested 
call today; no prior stage experience is required. 

 
Please contact: Laura Green 

  Chorus Master 
  laurieliz@sbcglobal.net 
  408-247-2809 

________________________________________________________ 
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Vocal Master Class    
with 

CHERYL KELLER 
 
 

Ms. Keller has an exciting 
afternoon planned with lecture on 

Performance Anxiety and Tension, 
including group activity and work 

with individuals. 
 

For further information, contact Janet Holmes at 
925-829-0244 or email: highnotes@comcast.net. 

 
 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2008, 2-5:30pm 
Ohlone Community College, 

Bldg. 2, #2133 
43600 Mission Blvd. Fremont, CA 

For parking information and directions, 
see www.ohlone.edu 

Entrance Fee: $15 
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Saturday, November 8, 2008 at 5:00 PM 
            St Mark's Lutheran Church  
            1111 O'Farrell Street (at Franklin) 
            San Francisco, CA 94102 
contact Justin Montigne:  justin@justinmontigne.com or 415-420-1189 
 

          This is a lovely space visually and acoustically--a real treat for our 
singers and audience.  St Mark's is concert home to many of the pre-
miere ensembles in the Bay Area, and we're grateful to them for their 
generosity in offering up the space for SFBAC NATS to use.  Please 
support this new venue and help make it a success! 
 
Sunday, November 9, 2008 at 3:00 PM 
Rossmoor - Gateway Clubhouse, Fireside Room.  Walnut Creek 
Contact Victoria Rapanan:  vrsing@sbcglobal.net, (925) 216-5913 
 

          This is SFBAC's oldest recital venue and by far the most gener-
ous.  Rossmoor does a great job in advertising these recitals in their 
community newspaper, and they even tape the program for their local 
TV station.  Our singers get to perform for a large, fairly sophisti-
cated and appreciative audience.  Last year's recital had  
approximately 100 people and featured singers from age 16 to 60!  
  
And here’s one for next year! 
Sunday, February 15, 2009 at 3:00pm 
Peace Lutheran, 3201 Camino Tassajara, Danville 
Contact Sue Field: mezzo54@comcast.net 
 
Thank you for supporting our SFBAC Recitals! 
Victoria Rapanan 
Vice President, Recitals 
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The judges for the 2009 Competition are: 

Jake Heggie, opera composer and pianist 

Camille Kolles, Executive Director, Carmel Bach Festival 

Stephen Wadsworth, Director of Opera Studies, Julliard School; Head of 
Dramatic Studies, Metropolitan Opera Young Artists Program 

 
The 2009 Competition is open to vocalists who are at least 18 years of age but are no 
older that 32 years of age on the day of the Competition.  The $5,000 Grand Prize 
consists of a $3,000 cash award and a $2,000 contract to appear in May 2010, during 
the following season of the Carmel Music Society’s subscription series of recitals.  A 
$2,000 Second Prize and a $1,500 Third Prize will be awarded.  Each remaining fi-
nalist will be awarded $500. 
 

Eligibility  
Contestants must be either residents or full-time students in the States of California, 
Oregon or  Washington, or have been born in those States, and be no younger than 18 
nor older than 32 on May 16, 2009. Performers who are currently or have ever been 
under professional management as individuals, or who have previously won a Car-
mel Music Society Grand Prize, are not eligible for the Competition.  
 

For complete details, including rules, regulations, requirements and application mate-
rials, go to www.carmelmusic.org and click on competitions. 
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Wondering why you haven’t heard anything  
about the date for the Singing Festival? 

 

The state budget crisis is impacting us directly—the CSU campuses we’ve used for 
the Singing Festival are asking for lots and lots of money to use the facilities that 
have previously been nearly free. We’re looking for a facility that has at least 5 
rooms with pianos that can be used for concurrent judging and workshops, plus 

warm-up rooms and a concert hall for the winners’ concert. We’ve found a couple of 
possibilities that could work but are less than ideal. 

 

Do you have any connections or ideas?  
Please email April McNeely ASAP! 

april_mcneely@yahoo.com 
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San Francisco Cabaret Opera is looking to cast Antonio, Curzio, Bartolo, 
Count, and Figaro in a double casted staged and costumed production with pi-
ano accompaniment. The opera will be sung in Italian with supertitles. Audi-
tions will be scheduled as necessary on Saturdays and Sundays through No-
vember. Please prepare an aria in Italian either by Mozart or another composer 
from the time period. This is an opportunity for singers to perform the role and 
is no pay, no fee. 
  
Rehearsal Schedule 
. Sunday, Dec 14, 2008, 1:00-4:00p - Recitative rehearsal 
. Sundays, Jan 11, 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15, 22, and Mar 1, 2009  
1:00-4:00pm / 5:00-8:00pm 
 
Music and Staging rehearsals 
. March 2-5, 2009 - Tech/Dress SF Cast (2 dress rehearsals TBA at Commu-
nity Music Center 6:00-10:00p) 
. Tuesday, Mar 10, 2009 and Wednesday, Mar 11, 2009, 6:00-10:00p - Tech/
Dress East Bay Cast at Hillside Club 
  
Performance Schedule 
. Friday, March 6, 2009 @ 7:30 pm; Sunday, March 8, 2009 @ 4:00 pm 
Community Music Center, 544 Capp St., SF 
. Friday, March 13, 2009 @ 8:00 pm; Sunday, March 15, 2009 @ 2:00 pm 
Hillside Club, 2286 Cedar St., Berkeley 
  
For an audition 
Contact Harriet March Page, Artistic Director at goathall@live.com with a 
cover letter, resume, and headshot. 
  

About us: 
San Francisco Cabaret Opera is a Goat Hall Production, www.goathall.org, 
now in its eleventh season, is a theater community of musicians, actors, de-
signers, and technicians dedicated to the collaborative creative process. We 
present musical theater and opera in English, focusing on 20th- and 21st-
century repertoire, at affordable prices and at the highest artistic level we can 
reach. We seek to make our productions thought-provoking and life-changing; 
to train singing actors and provide opportunities for performing roles; and to 
encourage the creation and performance of new works. With our headquarters 
at Goat Hall, we are deeply rooted in San Francisco's Potrero Hill community. 
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Just an observation that's starting to bother me: The use of the term "vocalists" 
instead of "singers." It's ubiquitous and caused, I suspect, by the encroachment 
of the "pop" music culture into the classical arts. We are not "vocalists", we are 
singers. I see this more and more. Even our Fresno State Music Department 
flyer used the term when listing the various music degrees. I just about had a 
cow. Am I alone on this, just another sign of my advancing years? The use of 
"vocals" on concert programs just truly irks me. 

I just wondered if this was some NATS could address. After all, we're the Na-
tional Association of the Teachers of Singing, Not Vocalizing.   

Thanks for listening, or should I say reading.  

Helene Joseph-Weil 
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Did you miss me? 
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